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Leonardo Da Vinci: Life and Thought 
 

 

Dates Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 June 2019 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels, some advanced reading is required  

Class size Maximum 32 participants  

 
 

Course description 

The two-day course consists of six lectures that will explore Leonardo's multifaceted research as an 

artist, technologist and scientist, as well as an analysis of his codices. How did an artist transform into 

a great scientist? What gave a painter the ambition to renew anatomical science, like a doctor? How 

did he move from the study of machine components to studying animal body parts, comparing them 

to each other and then designing a flying machine that could make man fly? How did he move from 

the study of the human body to studying the earth’s “body” and fossils, elaborating such original 

theories for his age? Such connections in the radical form in which they are presented by Leonardo 

are unthinkable in our age.  

 

We will also analyse the historical and contextual conditions that, starting from late 15th century 

Florence, made all this possible. At the same time, we will enter the difficult but fascinating world of 

Leonardo's codices, analysing the way they were compiled and their relationship with Leonardo's 

mind and style of research. 

 

 
 

 

Saturday 

We will begin with a general introduction to Leonardo’s multifaceted creative work, with an analysis 

of how the connection between art, science and technology first manifested itself in Leonardo’s early 

years in Florence and how it developed in the following years of his life (Lecture 1). We will then 

focus on two specific aspects of his work:  anatomical research (Lecture 2) and the projects for the 

flying machine (Lecture 3, in the afternoon). We will analyse how his hands-on knowledge as a 

technician helped him to understand the anatomy and biology of the human body. Both topics will 

include links to his art. 

 

Sunday 

The first lecture will take up the subject matter of the previous day and is devoted to Leonardo’s 

studies of water and geology.  We will learn how Leonardo’s anatomical knowledge helped him to 
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understand the “body of the earth” (Lecture 1). The next lecture will be an overview of Leonardo’s 

manuscripts. We will analyse his “mysterious” handwriting and how he compiled his manuscripts 

(Lecture 2). We will then focus on the most complex of all Leonardo’s manuscripts, the Codex 

Leicester. The lecture will include the new discoveries that have emerged during the extensive work 

on the new edition of this Codex (Lecture 3, afternoon). 

 

A visit to the exhibition Leonardo: A Mind in Motion is included during the weekend. 

 
 

Tutor 

 
This course is led by Domenico Laurenza, a historian of science with a scientific background based in 

Rome. He is an expert of Leonardo da Vinci scientific work and a specialist in the history of the 

relationship between art and science as well as in the history of anatomy and geology. He is an 

associate at University of RomaTre and Museo Galileo (Florence) and has been a lecturer and 

researcher at several Italian and foreign universities. Among his many books available in English are: 

Leonardo on Flight (John Hopkins University Press 2007); Art and Anatomy in Renaissance Italy (The 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2012); Leonardo da Vinci. The Codex Leicester (Giunti, Florence, 

2018).  

 

 
 

Required Reading 

 

M. Kemp, Leonardo da Vinci. The Marvellous Works of Nature and Man, Oxford, 2006. 

D. Laurenza, Leonardo da Vinci. The Codex Leicester, Giunti, Florence, 2018. 

 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

 

None required. A willingness to participate in group discussion, and to undertake the required 

reading, will help you get the most from this course. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make 

their own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15 to be escorted in the Library. Further 

instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  

 
 


